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THE CRAB-PLOVERS (Dro-madidas).
The Crab-Plover.

Dramas  ardeola. BLANFORD, Faun.   Brit.  Ind.,
Birds, Vol. IV, p.  208.

As this bird is the only member of its family, I may
as well describe its characteristics under its specific head-
ing. It is about as big as a crow, with a bill as large
proportionate as that bird's, but straighter ; the gape
runs back to below the front of the eye. as I said
above ; the legs are long, with lour toes, the hind-toe
being present and better developed than is usually the
case in shore-birds ; the front toes are about half webbed.
The wings are moderately long, like a Plover's, the head
large, and the neck rather short. Altogether the bird
looks like a compromise between a Gull and a Plover, and
probably comes nearer than any other living bird to the
original common ancestor of the two.

The plumage is mostly white, but in old birds a long
patch down the middle of the back, a patch on each wing,
and the outer webs uf the pinion-quills are black. Young
birds have the upper parts grey, and black streaks on
the head and down the back of the neck. They are
thus more like the Gulls than their elders are.

The bill is black, the eyes dark brown, and the legs
French-grey.

The length is sixteen inches, the wing rather over eight,
the shank nearly four, and the bill about an inch shorter.

This is a bird of salt water, frequenting the sea-coast
and salt lakes, usually in flocks. It extends from the
Persian Gulf and Red Sea to the Malay Peninsula. I
once saw two specimens at Aden, on my first stoppage
there, and I afterwards saw more in the Andamans. The